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IT JOHN CULP. 

Origin and Rise of The Ten Horns. 
To trace our times in prophecy we must find out 
the time ol the me of the little horn, that the 1260 
years, or the time times and the dividing of a time, 
may be added, which will bring us down within 
■bout three or tour hundred years of our time. 

To find the rise of the little horn we must find 
the time of the division of the Roinao Empire into 
ten kingdoms, for the little horn arose among 
them. 

There is some difference among expositors about 
the time when to date the rise of the spiritual pow- 
er called the Papacy. 

One date U fixed at A. U. 533, when the empe- 
ror Justinian addressed a letter to the Pope in 
which he acknowledged him head of all the church- 
es. Another day is fixed by the Seventh Day Ad- 
ventists at A. D. 538, where Justinian issued a 
decree which was to constitute the Pope head of 
all the churches. Thoughts' on Dan., page 17 4. 
Another date is fixed at A. D. 606, when the em- 
peror PIiocub confirmed what had been done by 
Justinian and gave his sanction to a code of laws* 
promulgated by him. Another dale is flxid at 
about A. D. 752, when Pope Supbeu confirmed 
Pepin in the kingdom of France. Another dale 
is fixed A. D. 1070 and refers to Gregory VIHrko 
was successful in some, instances in establishing 
the peculiar domination of the Papacy. See notes 
on Daniel, page 329. 

Now it seems to me to be obvious to any mind 
that neither one of the above dates refer to the 
rise of the Papacy, but to the authority, power and 
supremacy of the Papacy which had already risen 
or "came up." 

It is not from the supremacy »f the Papacy that 
we are to date and add 1260 year*, tor it mny not 
be so understood li oni the prophecy, but the calcu- 
lation is to be made from the tise of the Papacy in 
prominence in the Roman Empire and that came 
to pas*, in the breaking up of that power — and it 
"came up among" the ten kingdoms — vetse 8. 
That is, it stood right among them, but came to 
maturity a little later — verse 24. 

If the ten kingdoms had their rise as set forth 
by prominent authors between the years A. D. 356 
and A. D. 483, why then date the beginning of the 
Papacy from fifty to even five hundred years later 
when it was to have its r.se among them r" The 
conclusion is doubtful then that they had their rise 
then as well as it is doubtful that the Papacy 
had its rise Pom fifty to five hundred years later. 

If the ten kingdoms were established between 
the years A. D. 356 and A- D. 483, and the Pa- 
pacy had its rise or beginning at or after A. D, 
533 and the three horns plucked up before this 
date as it is explained, it is self-evident that the 
Papacy had its beginning before that date ; other- 
wise it subdued those kingdoms before it was in 
existence. 

While all expositors agree that the ten horns 
were symbolical of ten kingdoms into which the 
Roman Empire was divided, and the little horn or 
eleventh horn, symbolized the Papacy, and that 
the time times and a half means 1260 years, and 
that they must be added at the time of the begin- 
ning or rise of the Papacy which will then let us 
view later times— and the only means by which 
we can view them understand ingly in the light of 
prophecy. Nevertheless all expositors do differ 
more or less and will confess that the time to date 
the beginning or the rise of the Papacy is a per- 
plexing problem to solve. And while such is the 
ease with learned men, it seems to myself to be 
no difficulty in seeing the very beginning of the 
decline of the great Roman power and its breaking 
up into many divisions, as well as the very be- 
ginning aud rise of that spiritual authority. If, 
however, my ideas prove to he presumptions, I hope 
I may be permitted to see it so, and now request 
the privilege in that case of imploring pardon. 

Before we proceed let it now be understood what 
we are to look to find the rise of the ten horns and 
the little horn. To find the rise or origin of the 
former we will have to find the beginning of the 
deeline of the Roman empire, and this will be in- 


dicated by governmental neglect of the empire, 
insurrections within and the invasions of enemies 
without. These things wilt indicate the origin of 
the ten horns. The origin of the little horn will 
be' indicated by the favors and popularity that 
Christianity will receive and attain to with Pagan 
Rome. These features ought to have their origin 
about the name time, but the latter is to rise into 
popularity in the empire after the empire has been 
rent into pieces. 

Note here that we are speaking of the origin, 
not of the rise of the horns. We w«nt a difference 
to rest in the mind regarding the use of the Ian 
guage. Horns do not naturally spring up and 
come into full view in a moment upon animals, 
but they are a gradual growth and may be felt be- 
fore observed. So also in the rise of the eleven 
kingdoms out of the Roman Empire. It was a 
gradual work and dates may be had previous to 
the time when the provinces of Rome were dis 
numbered, which indicated its coming divisions to 
which, if we add the 12G0 years, the same effect 
is to be answered in the waning of that power at 
the expiration of these years. 

The ten horns were in full view to the prophet 
while in the consideration of them and at the same 
time the little horn appeared among them from this 
date and somewhat later shall constitute the prin- 
ciple dates from which the little horn will be con- 
sidered in power. 

To establish the first symptom of the decline of 
the Roman empire we will quote from Shmilz's 
Cyclopedia or History, page 504. "The accession 
ol Commodns forms the beginning of the decline 
of the Roman Empire, both internally and exter- 
nally. The best age of Roman literature and the 
arts had come to a close even before the death of 
Augustus. The subsequent period, though infer- 
ior in many respects, yet produced a Tacitus and 
a Juvenal; the arts also revived under Hadrian ; 
hut all is now over, and every thing tends down- 
wards. The pnelortan guards henceforth exercis- 
ed a most fright till military despotism ; and as the 
troops stationed in the provinces did not alwnya 
acquiesce in the choice of the pnetorians, some- 
times two or even more emperors were proclaimed 
at once in different parts of the empire. Prom the 
time of Comroodhs there is an irregular succession 
of emperors, who, with very few exceptions, are 
distinguished only for tyranny and baseness, or 
impotence and weakness." 

Hear what Mr. Shmitz farther says about Com- 
modus : He "purchased peace of the Narcomanni." 
He "indulged in all the pleasures and licentious 
uess of the capital." "'His life was an uninter- 
rupted series of sanguinary* and disgusting excess- 
es,' 1 "And the business of the state was left to 
the lowest creatures while Commodns abandoned 
himself publicly and without shame to the grossest 
vices and most brutal debaucheries." 

Hib mistress, Marcia, poisoned him and "caused 
the tyrant to be strangled in his bed on the 31st of 
December, A. D. 192. During his whole reign he 
had never troubled himself about the safety of the 
empire." "Brittain was disturbed by the Cale- 
donians who defeated the Roman legions, and 
spread devastation far and wide." 

Since Mr. Shmitz says that at the time of Corn- 
modus all the brilliancy of Rome is past, and that 
every thing tended downward, that the successive 
princes manifested weakness, all of which are 
known to he facts by those who have any acquaint- 
ance with Rome's history, we will therefore pass 
over the princes who reigned between him and 
Valerian and Gallienns who reigned between the 
years A. D. 253 and A. D. 268, where I expect 
we will have to surrender to the idea that the ten 
kingdoms had their rise. 

Now if it can be shown that Christianity had its 
origin in the rise of popularity in the Roman em- 
pire in Commodu's time, as well as it is shown 
that the decline of the empire originated at that 
time, then about A. D. 180 will be one date to 
which we will add the 1260 years. Recollect how- 
ever, that, first, the popularity of Christianity 
with Pagau Rome must be proven to have origi- 
nated about this time in the empire. 

Another date from which we will count will be 
about A. D. 260, about which time we will attempt 


to prove the rise of the ten kingdoms. Th . u an- 
other date will be established ahmil fifty years la- 
ter to show th.it Christianity or the lit lie horn is 
with its influence fully established in the empire. 

To establish the rise of the ten kingdoms in 
the time of Valerian and Gallienns we quoti again 
from Shmitz CycloiK'dia, pages 514,515. ''Prom 
A. D. 260 Gal lien us was sole emperor until A. D. 
268, and, on the whole, did the best to promote 
the prosperity of the empire. But things had 
come to pass when it required more than ordinary 
strength to keep the tottering edifice together. In 
the reign of Gallienus insurrections broke out in 
nearly all the provinces of the empire, each of 
which proclaimed its own sovereign. This period 
is foolishly called the period of the Thirty Ty rants, 
from the thirty who governed Athens after the 
close of the Poloponeeiau war ; for the number of 
pretenders to the imperial throne did not amount 
to more than nineteen or twenty. While the em- 
pire thus seemed to fall to pieces, the barbarians 
invaded it on all sides ; the Franks and Alemau- 
ians advanced as far as Italy, the Quaui even en- 
tered Spain, and the Goths Asia Minor. The Isa- 
uri in Asia revolted and became forever separated 
from the empire. Iu Palmyra Odeuathus made 
himself Independent, after having deleated the 
Pctsiaus and his independence was recognized by 
Gallienus in A. D. 264." 

"Postumus who had defeated the Franks, set 
himself up as emperor in Gaul, A. D. 258". 

The other usurpers such as Valein, Pisu, Tctri- 
eus and others, did not maintain their power tor 
any length of time. The last ol them was Aneolus 
who assumed the purple in Ractia, A. D. 262." 

From these quotations the reader may form an 
opinion as to how difficult it would be to work out 
from among these the exact, number of ten kings. 
It is shocking to read over the pages of the history 
of Rome at about the period under consideration ; 
how swift kings would rise up and be deposed 
again in their licentiousness, tyranny, and assassi- 
nations, from Commodus A. D. 180 down to Galli- 
euus A. D. 268. 

One more quotation, will we advance upon the 
subject from decline and fall of the Roman Einpirc, 
and at this drop the origin and rise of the ten 
kingdoms and turn to investigate the origin and 
rise of the little horn which is to be established as 
rising among the ten horns? 

"Such were the barbarians, and such the tyrants, 
who, under the reign of Vallerian and Gallienus, 
dismembered the provinces, and reduced the em- 
pire to the lowest pitch of disgrace and ruin, from 
which it seemed impossible that it should ever 
emerge. 

As far as the barreness of material would permit, 
we have attempted lo trace with order and per- 
spicuity, the general events of that calamitous 
period. " There still remain some particular tacts : 
1. The disorder of Sicily ; 2. The tumults of 
Alexandria ; and 3. The rebellion of the Isaurians, 
which may serve to reflect a strong light on the 
horrid picture." Vol. 1 page 253. 

In my last it was stated that three points would 
be noticed in this article ; vis, the rise of the ten 
kingdoms, the* rise of the little horn, and the addi- 
tion of the 1260 years. We have now tried so to 
do and the first only is reached. We have arrived 
at a place where we must travel cautiously — at a 
place where the wheels of those before us seeming- 
ly have been locked with insuperable obstacles 
which has left us with very unsatisfactory light 
where it is most needed — in our times. 

A proper understanding of the various features 
of the fourth beast as referred to in the Revelations 
of Saint John can only be attained by a thorough 
understanding of the ending of the 1260 years : for 
from that time forward the beast must change his 
form, the form in which the beast presented him- 
self in the world then we must trace out now that 
we may know him in the attitude in which he pre- 
sents himself to us now. 


The greater our dread of crosses, the more nec- 
essary they are for us. 

Whosoever is delighted in solitude is either a 
wild beast or a god. 


